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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 9-1^-68
UM SINGERS TOUR state
MONTANA SCHOOLS
The University of Montana Opera Ensemble, directed by Prof. John L. 
Lester, w ill  perform next week for school children in Great F a lls, Hysham,
Big Timber, Harlowton, Forsyth and Laurel, Dean Charles W. Bolen of the 
UM School of Fine Arts announced.
The ensemble w ill  sing selections from opera and musical comedy, 
demonstrate voice technique, and answer questions.
Performers are sopranos Ruth S ilv iu s, Fort Benton, and Kathy Wruck,
Laurel; mezzo-soprano Barbara Crump, B illin g s; tenor Doug Dunnell, Missoula, 
and baritones Melvon Ankeny, Victor, and Prof. Lester. Freddi Ibsen,
Missoula, is  piano accompanist.
This is  the ensemble's second year of participation in Young Audiences, 
In c., tours, according to Dr. Kurt R. M iller, Montana coordinator for the 
national organization. Young Audiences, I nc .,  was founded in New York in  
1950 to introduce children in grades four through eight to good music, he 
said. The long-term goal of the movement, which has spread to every state, 
is  to develop future audiences for good music.
Dr. M iller, an associate professor of music at the UM, said tours are 
made with the cooperation of the University and fin an cial support from the 
host schools, Young Audiences, In c., and the Montana Arts Council.
The Montana String Quartet, resident fa cu lty  quartet at the UM, has 
been touring for Young Audiences since 1965. The quartet and the ensemble 
performed for more than 20,000 Montana children la s t year.
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